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FEDERATED AMBULATORY SURGERY ASSOCIATION EXPANDS  

STATE ADVOCACY ACTIVITIES 
 

ALEXANDRIA, Va. (November 8, 2005) – The Federated Ambulatory 
Surgery Association (FASA) today announced the hiring of Rob Schwartz, an 
ASC and association management expert to lead ASC efforts at the state level.  
Schwartz will work to proactively position ASCs to better advocate on behalf 
of patients and the physicians who care for them, and expand the ability for 
ASCs to better meet the needs of their communities.  Schwartz, who 
previously headed the Colorado Ambulatory Surgery Center Association 
(CASCA), is now FASA’s senior vice president for state government relations 
and association development. 
 

“Schwartz takes our state-based advocacy and support to a whole new level,” said FASA executive vice 
president Kathy Bryant. “FASA is uniquely positioned to commit the resources it takes to help members and 
state associations not only meet today’s challenges, but to advance a better understanding of the role ASCs 
play in meeting America’s surgical needs.” 
 
Based in Denver, Colorado, Schwartz will manage FASA’s new Western Office.  Working with the ASC 
experts in the DC office, the Western office will enhance the strategic, state-based support the association has 
been providing to individual state associations and ASCs, medical societies and the public.  Schwartz and the 
FASA team will provide support to ASCs confronting a range of issues including physician ownership, taxes 
and licensing. 
 
CASCA has formally affiliated with FASA and will receive government relations, management and grassroots 
services.  “We’re pleased to be the first of many state associations to formalize its relationship with FASA,” 
said CASCA president Rebecca Craig. “Rob and his team have helped CASCA become a powerful political 
presence, enabling us to win high-stakes legislative and regulatory battles. This means more opportunity to put 
patients first as they seek the best medical care.” 
 
In recent months, FASA has worked closely with state associations across the nation including Missouri and 
Pennsylvania on high-profile state issues. From fights against a ban on certain types of procedures, to 
proposals against physician ownership to countering negative attacks from hospital associations and other 
groups looking to limit the ability of ASCs to provide care in their communities, FASA brought its resources 
to bear, helping to reach successful and positive outcomes.  
 
“FASA is going to take its successful state-level track record and work hard to further expand these resources 
to our industry colleagues across the country,” said Schwartz. “The truth is, even if we win battles in 
Washington, we will lose the war without an active presence in the states – and this will be bad for patients. 
Integrating state and federal activities is the best way to allow more patients access to the safe, affordable and 
patient-friendly services offered by ambulatory surgery centers.”  
 
The Federated Ambulatory Surgery Association, the nation’s largest association of ambulatory surgery 
centers, is a national, nonprofit association representing the interests of those who operate and seek the 
services of ambulatory surgery centers throughout the nation. The organization represents more than 1,700 
ASCs, the thousands of professionals who provide care and services in such centers and the patients who seek 
care there. Visit FASA online at www.fasa.org. 
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